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Captain’s Report 
 
“Change”:  Webster defines change in the following ways:  
1. To make different in form.  2. To transform.  3. To 
exchange for others.  4. To change places with someone.  
5. To transfer from one to another. 
 
As soldiers in any army, change is a natural process.  It 
does not, however, make it any simpler or easy on those 
who are going through the change.  As a new season 
approaches, an excitement begins to well with in me as I 
begin to realize I have been chosen to lead the finest group 
of civil war soldiers on the west coast.  I look at this 
opportunity in two ways.  First, it is an honor to lead a 
group that has been molded by some fine commanders 
from our past.  For me personally, I was “broken in” by 
Ted Sayler.  It was then my privilege to serve under Paul 
Timmerman.  I thank the both of them for providing me 
with a road map for leading this company with their 
leadership.  I also want to thank Dr. Bob for stepping into 
the role of First Sgt. Long.  I look forward to working with 
him to continue the fine traditions of the 20th Maine. 
Second, I have a feeling of great pride knowing I have 
inherited a company that is committed to keeping the 
memories of our past alive through our actions in the 
present.   I could not ask for a better group of people to be 
associated with. 
 
With the conclusion of the March drill and semi-annual 
meeting, it becomes more apparent that the time for battle 
is approaching quickly.  Please note membership dues for 
the WCWA should be paid in advance of attending the first 
event.  It is a long campaign, and renewing your WCWA 
membership as well as the 20th Maine membership is 
important to keeping the two clubs rolling. 
 
As the campaign is about to begin, the first battle is the 
farthest away for most.  With fuel prices what they are 
now, and with what is likely to happen in the next few 
months, planning now to carpool is your best defense  
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against the rising cost of fuel.  Make the most of this summer’s campaigns and plan 
ahead.  I will be giving plenty of notice to all about upcoming events.  Use the “long roll” 
email information to find partners to share the burden of the fuel bill.  Don’t let the cost of 
getting to the event hamper the experience of the event.    
 
In closing this report, I just want to thank all those who have dedicated themselves to 
coming to drill and putting in the extra time to hone their skills.  I also encourage those 
who may have missed any previous drills to come and allow Dr. Bob and myself the 
opportunity to catch up with you all and to have the time to practice our skills in the 
leadership position.  
 
I look forward to seeing you all in April. 
Bayonets! 
Captain Keene.     

Campfire Scuttlebutt 
 
The long winter is finally ending.  Drills are finished and winter quarters are coming down.  
Rumor has it the Army of the Columbia will be moving again.  Lt. Col. Sayler has assumed 
command of Union forces.  Heard tell the War Department is calling for stratagems and 
places similar to those followed in 1862 for this summer.  I have it from Battalion staff 
that General Halleck is giving field officers liberty in that not all battles will be scripted.  
This could lead to spontaneous troop movements on the field with unexpected outcomes. 
Sure hope Lt. Col. Sayler and Captain Keene are up to the task.  
 
Also heard civilians will be more involved in camp life. I guess Secretary Stanton is 
allowing more women folk on military streets in order to boost morale.  Remember, 
gentlemen always escort women through camp. We don’t want our women folk being 
thought of as ladies of ill repute.  The War Department is supposed to revive the Army’s 
postal service too.  Does this mean we expect more mail from the home folks?  Knowing 
the War Department, we can still expect all incoming packages to be inspected for 
“contraband”.  I suggest you tell the folks back home to label all whiskey bottles as 
medicinal.  
 
One bit of good news I heard is that both armies agreed to conduct prisoner exchanges, 
and not just of the officers, after the battles this year.  Also heard the wounded will not 
simply be marched off the battlefields. Prepare the stretchers and bandages as the 
wounded will be carried and helped off the fields back to the hospitals.  I would have 
surmised the public had enough of the realities of war after 1st Bull Run but I guess the 
brass wants to show them the real aftermath of a battle.  I hope the rebs treat their 
wounded prisoners with compassion. 
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Dispatches 
 

Open letter to citizens of Maine 
 
Reward offered for the return of my man who has run off. 
Five dollars cash money given for the return of my man. 
Somewhat homely farm worker has left my farm without my permission. Last seen walking 
toward Army recruiter and camps of 20th Maine Regiment. Answers to the name Elisha 
Brown. Considered harmless and docile. Will follow any woman home who feeds him. That 
is how I came by him. If joining this War is his aim, I can give him all the orders, battles 
and violence he is looking for when I get him back home! He may be limping from kick I 
gave him after his earlier attempt to leave my farm. He is no woman’s prize possession but 
I need him to work my farm. 
Contact Mrs. E. Brown, Brown’s Farm, Solon Maine.    
 
 
Miss Biddy Trentwell 
Trentwell Farm 
Cornville, Maine 
March 1862 
 
Dear Biddy, 
I hope you are fine. I am not. I am writing you from the surgeon’s tent who 
is attached to the 20th Maine Inf. Reg., near Solon. I am not injured from The 
War, but you could say that I have been injured in battle. I have left my farm 
work in order to seek medical attention. The Army surgeon at first refused to 
attend to an injured civilian but then thought better of it and decided patching 
me up would be good practice for war wounds when the Regmt heads south. 
I over heard him remark to an orderly that he had never seen so many wounds 
in so many places when he was examining me. He first bandaged my head to 
stop the bleeding. I told him that an angry mule had kicked me. He remarked 
on the amount of glass and the size of the bottle it must have been “that the 
mule kicked me with.”  He looked at my leg wound and asked me if “that same 
mule had kicked me there too.” He could tell by the mark that “that mule must 
wear a size 10 woman’s boot.”  Then he examined the infected bite mark on 
my arm and asked if it were that mule again. I nodded.  He just said, “Hmmmm.” 
I didn’t tell him about my many healed wounds. He put some fancy surgeon’s  
crème on the scalded area on my back and said that I need to get away from 
“that mule.” He invited the Regmt recruiter in to the tent to talk to me bout joining up. 
Oh, Biddy, I ain’t got many places left on my body that don’t have injuries of some 
kind. You must take pity on me and tell Mrs. Brown that I can’t no more work on 
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her farm and I have gone off to join This War. I haven’t the strength to go back and 
tell her that. Tell her that the Army owns me now and she must give me up and not 
pay people to bring me back to her farm no more. 
The recruiter told a Captain Keene about me and Captain Keene he come to see me. 
He said I have enough battle experience already to run for Corporal. He said only 
the best men in Maine can join the 20th Regmt but that he would get me in some 
how.  Then he told me that the 20th would make me a brave fighter and afraid of  
no man nor mule. Captain Keene is a gentle kindly soft-spoken man with a large red 
beard. 
He brought me some tea and a pillow! Tomorrow I sign the enlistment papers! 
I already feel like a FREE MAN, no more shouting at me, no more work, no more violence, 
and I can sleep until 10 in the morning, once I join, as Captain Keene told me.  
Your obedient servant, 
Elisha Brown 
 
 
Here’s an except from a recent letter I received from Veronica Carnegie, a former civilian 
member of the 20th Maine.  She moved to Ohio two years ago to be closer to family members 
and has remained active in the hobby.  In her letter she relates her experiences as a re-
enactor in Ohio. 

Anyway, I was thinking of you folks and wanted to tell you how much I appreciate the 
training!  Last weekend and this weekend we are doing a Living History for the local park, 
ladies cooking a lunch, knitting, making “church dolls”, etc. and the soldiers do a battle at 
1:00.  Then we eat and go home by 2:30.  Anyway – it’s hard for me to get serious about it 
when the ladies in all their finery are wearing sunglasses, talking on cell phones 
incessantly, and wearing various articles of farb clothing such as ski headbands because 
“it’s cold.”   I was the only one with a crocheted bonnet to cover my ears, and I tell you, it’s 
a strange sight to see a lady in a huge hoop skirt and bonnet with all the trimmings – and 
ear muffs! These ladies have more than one outfit in their wardrobe, as they go to 
Gettysburg events twice a year, but they don’t seem to wear what’s appropriate for their 
role.  Although we are cooking in the fireplace in one of the park shelters (the snow only 
recently melted and the ground is frozen, so we can’t put up tents), I strive to be as 
authentic as possible.  The only concession made by the ladies that cook is that they wear 
a pinner apron over their biggest hoops skirts.  And they don’t even take off their fine 
bonnets around the fire.  <sigh> 

Thanks to Christy Gillen and others in the 20th Maine that put authenticity above 
comfort!  I know this is important, because yesterday when “us ladies” were watching the 
battle, the public came up to us to ask questions.  I would expect questions about what we 
are doing; even the old standard “is that a real fire?”, but one guy asked me what is going 



THE FLAGSTAFF 
 

June 1863 (2007) 
Volume 4, Issue 1                  Page 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

on, is this a Civil War thing or something?   It amazes that people who live here, right on 
the Underground Railroad, and in Ohio which has a monument to its Civil War soldiers in 
every county but 2, don’t know much about the Civil War.  It’s so important to interpret it 
correctly for these people especially, it would seem to me. 

So, tell everyone that no matter how much they hate to hear the word “farb”, it does serve 
a purpose! 

Veronica Carnegie 

 

Attention Company 

Union Ladies Tea 
When:  Saturday, April 26th - 1 PM 
Where: The Countryman Inn, B&B 
             119 Cedar Ave. 
             Cedar Ave. 
             Snohomish, WA 
  
This will be an elegant High Tea and opportunity to meet and greet friends old and new. 
This year we are honored to have Bonnie Star as our Guest Speaker, 
and our Guest of Honor, incoming Union Civilian Leader, Cindy Strutton. 
  
The cost is $18 per attendee which includes luncheon style refreshments, tea or coffee, 
dessert, along with enjoyable and informative presentations and a gift. Period dress is 
encouraged and we will try to procure a changing room for you ladies who have a long 
drive. For any ladies interested in attending, please email or call me by April 12th with 

your home address.  
govegang@comcast.net 
425-512-8000  
Editor’s post script: Carrie said she can extend the RSVP date a few days but contact her 
right away! 
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Calendar of Events 
 
Battles 
Spokane       May 24-26 
 
Port Gamble     June 21, 22 
 
Snohomish      July 19, 20 
 
Ferndale      August 9, 10 
 
 
Living History Events 

Armed Forces Day at Fort Lewis  May 17 
 
Oakland Bay Jr. H.S. (Shelton)  May 30 
 
Lewis & Clark State Park (Vancouver) September 27 
 
Veterans’ Day Parade (Auburn)  November 8 
 
 
National Events 

145th Gettysburg PA    June 27-29 

Chickamauga, GA     September 19-21 

 

Did You Know? 

The expression “forty acres and a mule” was common among blacks near the end of, and 
just after, the war, stating their belief that confiscated plantations would be divided up 
and given to freedmen. This misunderstanding may have originated with General 
Sherman’s January 1865 order to divide among freedmen some lands on the southeastern 
coast.  Earlier in the war, Union propagandists had started this line of thinking by 
mentioning ten acres and a mule. 
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National Events 
 
 

At High Tide, Gettysburg 1863. 
Jun 27th thru 29th  
Location:  Gettysburg, PA 

http://www.wmhf.org/athightide/  

Created by re-enactors for re-enactors, the Western Maryland Heritage Foundation is 
proud to present At High Tide, Gettysburg 1863. Building on the success of September 
Storm, Summer of ’62, Fire on the Mountain, and To the Gates of Washington, this event is 
open to both Garrison and Campaign Impressions, with all safety and authenticity 
regulations enforced. The event is restricted to 4,000 participants. The Federal Forces will 
again be commanded by Kevin Air, with S. Chris Anders as commander of the 
Confederates and reenactor coordinator.  To date, Bob Ballard, Paul Timmerman and Tiny 
Cook plan to attend. For more information contact either Bob Ballard or Paul Timmerman 
at robertballard49@hotmail.com or pault5255@yahoo.com.  

 
At Chckamauga Creek 1863. 
September 19-21 
Location: Walker County, GA.  
 
http://www.battleofchickamauga.net/ 
 
This will be the National Event of 2008 and will be held on the actual ground where the 
troops mustered for the legendary battle. The property is less than 10 minutes from 
Chickamauga National Battlefield Park. You can wash your feet in the Chickamauga 
Creek, fight on Lookout Mountain and experience the battle that still stands as one of the 
bloodiest in U.S. history on one of the last undisturbed battlefields in the nation. This 
event will feature Friday, Saturday and Sunday Battles and a tactical – including a period 
civilian community.  So far Eric Maggard, Chris Gove and Cap Caputo plan to attend. For 
more information contact Eric Maggard at ericmaggard@msn.com. 
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Roll Call 
 

Gentlemen, let’s doff our kepis to two of our newest members, Gummi Stefansson and 
Clyde Carpenter.  Gummi is from Iceland and has been a resident of Washington State for 
17 years.  He currently resides in Kent where he and his partner own and operate a 
vending business.  Prior to this trade, Gummi was a carpenter for ten years. His current 
business allows him to travel all over the state, which he enjoys thoroughly.  In fact he 
states he loves living here and has no desire to live anywhere else.  To answer the question 
he is asked often he writes: 
  

“So what's an Icelander doing in the ranks?  I guess I've always been 
interested in American history.  It’s so recent compared to European history.   
Only 140 years ago these lads in blue fought for what they believed in and it's  
an honor to try to follow in their footsteps.  Also, it gives me an opportunity to 
travel back in time – a great treat!  After sightseeing at Antietam and Shiloh  
I knew I was hooked and it was only a matter of time before I'd join the Yanks”. 

 
After visiting these national battlefields, he found the WCWA website and decided to join 
the 20th Maine because of their bravery at Little Round Top.  At Port Gamble, his first 
battle, he was “so impressed with the friendliness of the 20th boys and their welcoming 
kindness” that there was no question who he’d like to stand shoulder to shoulder with and 
face the fire. He says he knew these lads are his comrades (a-ha, we tricked another one!). 
 
He also says he is looking forward to learning more from the 20th and everyone else at the 
events. He desires to show his respect to those who have gone before us by doing his part 
to re-create history as accurately as possible.  Well said Gummi, and welcome to The 
Regiment! 
 
 



 

THE FLAGSTAFF 
 

June 1863 (2007) 
Volume 4, Issue 1                  Page 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Clyde Carpenter lives in southwestern Washington and is a returning to reenacting after a 
five year hiatus.  He started Civil War reenacting back when there was only one Union unit 
in the WCWA, the 4th US.  He served with the 4th for two years and then became a 
founding member of the 7th Wisconsin.  He served five years with the 7th Wisconsin and 
became a founding member of the 7th Tennessee when his best friend, Sherman Franklin, 
wanted to start a Confederate unit.  Clyde also served 5 years with the 7th Tennessee.  
When he moved to the west side of Washington State he began falling in with the 1st 
Louisiana when the 7th Tennessee, a Spokane based unit, couldn’t make some events.  
That is how he met John and Tiny.  
 
According to Clyde, he is “basically a country boy from Idaho who still believes in God and 
Country.  I had a career in Law Enforcement where I had the honor of serving with many 
Vietnam Vets until severe asthma made me change professions.  My investigative 
background was a good fit for Risk Management and I have been the Cowlitz County Risk 
Manager for the past 10 years.  For a period of time prior to that I worked for Spokane 
County.  My wife Pat and I live in Castle Rock, Washington and we regularly attend Toledo 
First Baptist Church”. 
 
“My health has been pretty poor these past five years and I have not been able to reenact.  
My goal is to remain healthy enough to return to soldiering in the Union ranks.  I highly 
value friendship and look forward to making new friends in the 20th.  I always regretted 
leaving the Union, only doing so to help a friend.  I am glad to be back because: “OURS IS 
THE JUST CAUSE AND GOD UPHOLDS THE RIGHT!” 
 
We’re glad you’re back in the hobby also.  Welcome to the 20th.  Three huzzahs for our 
newest partners! 
 
 

Did You Know? 
 
Soldiers had a not-so-flattering term for the sutlers that regularly followed the armies; 
“robber’s row”.  Sutlers were notorious for charging extreme prices for their merchandise 
because they had a corner on the market.  
 
Teeth-duller: A soldier’s slang term for a piece of hardtack. A related idea was expressed in 
phrase “sheet-iron cracker”.  
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This Date in History 
 

April 8, 1864 
Battle of Mansfield, Louisiana 

The Red River campaign of Union General Nathaniel Banks grinds to a halt when 
Confederate General Richard Taylor routs Banks' army at Mansfield, Louisiana.  

The Red River campaign, which had begun a month earlier, was an attempt by the Union 
to invade Confederate Texas from Shreveport, Louisiana. Banks, accompanied by a flotilla 
on the Red River, would move northwest across the state and rendezvous at Shreveport 
with a force under General Frederick Steele moving from Little Rock, Arkansas.  

The slow-moving Banks approached Mansfield and opted to take a shorter road to 
Shreveport than one that ran along the Red River. Not only was the road narrow, it was far 
away from the gun support offered by the Union flotilla on the river. Banks' troops ran into 
Taylor's force and a skirmish erupted. At 4:00 p.m., Taylor ordered an all-out assault on 
the Yankees. The Rebels withered a heavy fire before breaking the Union lines and sending 
the Federals in a disorganized retreat. The Yankees fell back three miles before 
reinforcements stopped the Confederate advance.  

Banks suffered 113 men killed, 581 wounded, and 1,541 missing, while Taylor had about 
1,500 total casualties. But Banks was now in retreat, and the Red River campaign was 
failing. Taylor attacked again the next day, but this time Banks' men held the 
Confederates at bay. Banks was unnerved, though, and he began to retreat back down the 
Red River without penetrating into Texas.  

 

Did You Know? 

1. Lincoln did not believe that whites and blacks could live together in peace. He had 
planned to relocate the entire black population of the United States to Central America. 
 
2. Approximately 130,000 freed slaves became Union soldiers during the war. 

3. The famous Confederate blockade - runner, the C.S.S. Alabama, never entered a 
Confederate port during the length of her service. 
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Mess’n Around 

Rumbled Eggs 
3 eggs 
2 oz. butter 
1 tsp. cream or milk 
Buttered toast 
 
Very convenient for invalids, or when required, a light dish for supper. Beat up three eggs 
with two ounces of fresh butter, or well-washed salt butter; add a teaspoonful of cream or 
new milk. Put all in a saucepan and keep stirring it over the fire for nearly five minutes, 
until it rises up like a soufflé, when it should be immediately dished on buttered toast. 
 
From Godey's Lady's Book magazine, reader-submitted recipe from 1866. 
 
Comment: While the author prefers to compare this to a soufflé, we must confess to 
suspecting a bit of "it sounds so much tastier in French!" classism at work here. This is 
not a darn thing but scrambled eggs after all, and the bit of butter and cream should 
make it tasty indeed.  
 
Most cookbooks of the period had entire sections devoted to "cooking for the sick" and 
"invalid" was an all too common status in the years of the war, and long afterwards. Also 
included in the category would be those who, while otherwise healthy, had lost or 
damaged teeth and consequent difficulty chewing hard foods.  
(Stolen from the WCWA web site) 

 
From The Editor’s Desk 

 
Good news!  A new season is upon us.  Polish the brass, oil the leathers, clean the 
muskets, bake the hardtack, boil the coffee and waterproof the brogans, we are charging 
the battlefields again.  I love this time of year.  I can smell the canvas tents, taste the apple 
cider, and feel the coolness of the mornings and the warmth of the evening campfires.  The 
time for reenacting our Civil War heritage is here.  There is nothing to compare to aching 
feet, smoky campfires, standing in formation during the heat of the day wearing wool 
uniforms, not showering for days, swatting the bugs, cleaning the muskets and trying to 
keep the rain out of your tent.  Ah yes, the joys of this hobby.  We are either crazy for 
doing this or passionate.  Maybe, it’s a little of both.  Maybe one has to be a little crazy in 
order to be passionate.  If you have been a member of the 20th Maine for more than a year, 
you are definitely both! 
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Passion is what inspires me to continue this hobby.  My wife says I have plenty of the 
craziness. I’m starting my fifth year in this hobby and I still enjoy all aspects of what we 
do.  First, there is so much to learn about the history of this era.  Second, there is so 
much to teach about the history of this era.  Aside from all the pleasures listed above 
there are two delights I enjoy the most.  Primarily, this is a hobby I have with my sons.  
We enjoy camping, drilling, marching and getting dirty.  It is good for them to learn to take 
orders, respect authority, and learn to operate as a unit (sounds like the same thing 
happening in our home). The other is I love interacting with the public and teaching them 
the “what’s” and “why’s” of this time period.  Through the years I’ve noticed most people 
are hesitant to ask us questions when they visit camp.  To overcome this reluctance, I’ll 
take the initiative and ask the questions.  A great way to break the ice is to approach a 
parent and ask if their child can hold a musket.  It’s fun to watch the children’s eyes open 
wide with excitement. After they try to aim a 13 pound gun, I take items out of my 
haversack and pass them around.  I show them Confederate and Union greenbacks. I give 
them hardtack to eat. I show them a “minie” ball.  I also “offer” them a cigar.  Before long, 
a crowd gathers and the excitement grows. 
 
Excitement is contagious. Excitement is what I hope to impart to my comrades this 
season.  My goal for this year is to have as much fun as possible with my sons, my 
partners and the public.  When others see and hear us having fun I believe potential 
recruits will enlist. I also believe members who haven’t attended events for awhile will 
return and become more involved.  No one wants to be excluded from having fun no 
matter how long they’ve been in the hobby or how old they are.   The WCWA and the 20th 
Maine are organized as non-profit entities whose stated purpose is to educate the public 
about this period in history.  It’s ironic but the best method of educating the public is by 
having as much fun as possible while educating the public.  Rekindle the pleasure and 
excitement you had when you first enlisted by making our hobby fun for others.  There are 
many ways to do this.  I’ve found one of the most successful ways is to come with 
something to give others.  Bring some hardtack to hand out to the public, drinks for 
around the campfire, stories or music.  If everyone in the 20th came with something to 
give, everyone (visitors and re-enactors) will have a memorable experience.  I guarantee if 
you are around me this season, you’ll have a great time and others will also.  Excitement 
is contagious. 
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Statistical Analysis 
 
“There are lies, damn lies and then there are statistics” (Mark Twain).  I came across these 
interesting facts of the Pine Tree State from the 1860’s the other day while doing some 
research. 
 

 
MAINE 

Killed and Mortally Wounded: 3184 
Died of Disease: 5257 
Died as Prisoner: 541 
Died from Accidents: 118 
Died from all Causes except Battle: 298 
Total Deaths: 9393 

  

Furnished White Troops: 64973 
Furnished Sailors and Marines: 5030 
Furnished Colored Troops: 104 
Furnished Indian Nations: 0 
Aggregate Furnished: 70107 

 

 

MAINE - 1860 CENSUS 
Total Population 628,270 
    
Free Colored Persons 1,327 
Total Free Population 628,279 
Total Number of Slaves 0 
Slaves as % of Population 0 
Total Number of Families 120,863 
Total Number of Slaveholders 0 
% of Families Owning Slaves 0 

  

 

 

Did You Know? 

Did you know that during the Civil War, including the times before and after, it was legal 
and socially acceptable for a man to beat his wife, provided that the instrument used in 
the beating was no thicker that his thumb? Thus we get the term: Rule of thumb. 

Did you know that the average man's salary was between twelve to fifteen dollars a week, 
and the average man in the North, especially Massachusetts, was employed as a 
shoemaker? So much for the idyllic picture of rustic farming communities nestled high in 
the North. 
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Generally Speaking 
 

While on a recent family vacation I had time to undertake a task I really enjoy: researching 
the Civil War.  One specific area of interest was learning about the many generals of the 
war.  I was amazed to learn how many generals served in the War Between the States and 
details about their lives.  I decided to include my findings as a regular feature of the 
Flagstaff for your edification.  Future issues will examine generals from both armies who 
opposed each other in battle.  I hope you enjoy this.  
 
A total of 1,008 officers were appointed to the various general ranks on both sides during 
the American Civil War.  In the Union Army, for most of the war, there were only two 
general ranks, brigadier and major.  In 1864 the rank of lieutenant general was 
reactivated and given to Ulysses Simpson Grant.  The three grades were distinguished by 
their insignia: one star for brigadier general, two for major general, and three for 
lieutenant general. 
 
In the Confederate Army, by 1862 there were four grades of general: brigadier, major, 
lieutenant and full general.  All wore the same insignia making it impossible to identify a 
general’s rank by his uniform.  
 

 

CSA, Major Gen. Braxton Bragg.   
Born March 22, 1817 in Warrenton, NC.   
Died-September 27, 1876 in Galveston, TX.    
Commanded II Corps at Shiloh & Corinth. 
Commanded the Army of Tennessee, Perryvile, 
Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, Mission Ridge.   
 
After a series of victories and defeats in Kentucky 
and Tennessee, Bragg’s subordinates, Generals 
Polk and Hardee lost faith in their commanding 
officer.  The two went around the army voicing 
disapproval of his decisions in an effort to have 
him relieved of command.   After the Battle of 
Chickamauga, his position of commander 
became precarious.  Many of the division and 
corps commanders met in secret plotting to have 
him removed.  His strong personality, reluctance 
to praise others, irritability, and quick temper 
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contributed to his demise.  In February 1864, Bragg was sent to Richmond, Virginia; his 
official orders read that he was "charged with the conduct of military operations of the 
Confederate States", but he was essentially Davis's military advisor without a direct 
command, a post once held by Robert E. Lee. Bragg used his organizational abilities to 
reduce corruption and improve the supply system. He reshaped the Confederacy's 
conscription process by streamlining the chain of command and reducing conscripts' 
avenues of appeal.   

After the war Bragg served as the superintendent of the New Orleans waterworks and later 
became the chief engineer for Alabama, supervising harbor improvements at Mobile. He 
moved to Texas and became a railroad inspector. 

Bragg was walking down a street with a friend in Galveston, Texas, when he suddenly fell 
over dead. A local legend holds that there is a mysterious light near the place of his death, 
which is called Bragg's light. 

          
 

 

USA Maj. Gen. William S Rosecrans “Old 
Rosy” 

Born September. 6, 1819 Delaware City, Ohio. 
Died March 11, 1898, Redondo, CA. 
Began the war as Col. of Engineers on 
McClellan’s staff.  Commanded the Armies of 
Missippi, Corinth, Cumberland and 
Murfreesboro. Was defeated at Chickamauga and 
replaced by Grant at Chattanooga in 1863.   
Rosecrans was a poor field commander who 
tended to micromanage his troops. He was saved 
at Chickamauga by his subordinate, General 
Thomas’ stand at the center of the line.  He also 
allowed himself to be besieged at Chattanooga.  A 
graduate of West Point, before the war he 
operated a successful mining company and was 
responsible for many inventions.  After the war 
he served as US Minister to Mexico but was 
replaced by his old nemesis when Ulysses Grant 
became president. He returned to mining in 
California, was elected as a congressman and 
was appointed Register of the Treasury. He died 
in 1898 and is buried in Arlington.  
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This Date in History 
 
 
April 7, 1862 
Battle of Shiloh concludes 

Two days of heavy fighting conclude near Pittsburgh Landing in western Tennessee. The 
Battle of Shiloh became a Union victory after the Confederate attack stalled on April 6, 
and fresh Yankee troops drove the Confederates from the field on April 7. 

Shiloh began when Union General Ulysses S. Grant brought his army down the Tennessee 
River to Pittsburgh landing in an effort to move on Corinth, Mississippi, 20 miles to the 
southwest. Union occupation of Corinth, a major rail center, would allow the Yankees to 
control nearly all of western Tennessee. At Corinth, Confederate General Albert Sidney 
Johnston did not wait for Grant to attack. He moved his army toward Grant, striking on 
the morning of April 6. Throughout the day, the Confederates drove the Yankees back but 
could not break the Union lines before darkness halted the advance. Johnston was killed 
during the first day, so General Pierre G. T. Beauregard assumed command of the 
Confederate force.  

Now, Grant was joined by the vanguard of Buell's army. With an advantage in terms of 
troop numbers, Grant counterattacked on April 7. The tired Confederates slowly retreated, 
but they inflicted frightful casualties on the Yankees. By nightfall, the Union had driven 
the Confederates back to Shiloh Church, recapturing such grisly reminders of the previous 
days' battle such as the Hornets' Nest, the Peach Orchard, and Bloody Pond. The 
Confederates finally limped back to Corinth, thus giving a major victory to Grant. 

The cost of the victory was high. Grant's and Buell's forces totaled about 62,000, of which 
1,754 were killed, 8,408 were wounded, and 2,885 were captured or missing for a total of 
13,047 casualties. Of 45,000 Confederates engaged, 1,723 were killed, 8,012 wounded, 
and 959 missing for a total of 10,694 casualties. The 23,741 casualties were five times the 
number at the First Battle of Bull Run in July 1861, and they were more than all of the 
war's major battles (Bull Run, Wilson's Creek, Fort Donelson, and Pea Ridge) to that date 
combined. It was a sobering reminder to all in the Union and the Confederacy that the war 
would be long and costly.  
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Parting Comments 
 
As usual there is much to say and print but information overload is not good.  To reiterate 
what our Captain said earlier, think about carpooling to the events this year.  Since I’ll be 
pulling a trailer with the company’s equipment, I have room to carry some of yours if it 
means you can carpool with others.  Let me know ahead of time and I can make 
arrangements to pick up your gear.   
 
Take a few minutes and prepare some red bandages and put them in your haversacks.  
Take a hit in the field and when assistance is rendered to you, the bandages can be pulled 
from your haversack and your wounds dressed.  We hope to carry off the fields our 
wounded in stretchers back into camp or confederate prisons to continue the reenactment 
from the field to the camps for the public to watch.   
 
Be thinking of camp scenarios for this year and get approval from Captain Keene.  Take 
the initiative and approach our visitors in order “to break the ice”.  Think of ways to give to 
others; visitors and fellow re-enactors.  Review the last issue of the Flagstaff as it 
contained suggestions for improving your personification of a Union soldier.  Plan to 
attend the Armed Forces Day at Fort Lewis.  This is a great opportunity for the company to 
earn money as we are paid according to the number of us attending.  The revival of the 
postal service should be fun.  Most importantly, be excited about the upcoming season 
and remember; excitement is contagious.   
 

 
 

THE NECESSARY STUFF 
 

The Flagstaff is published by Company F, 20th Regiment Maine Volunteer Infantry to foster 
communication amongst its memberships and is distributed by e-mail to members and 
other select persons and organizations. It is published 4 to 6 times a year.  The editorial 
policy is set by the governing board of the Regiment. Materials may be re-published 
without permission. All communication regarding the Flagstaff may be directed to Cap 
Caputo, Editor, at: 360-705-1271, or cap10inwa@comcast.net. Please indicate 20th Maine 
in subject heading of email. 
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Dispatches 
 
Here’s an example of what transpires during the off-season.  The telegraph is a wonderful 
invention.  
 
-------------- Original message --------------  
From: <parsons20@msn.com>  
Date:  12/14/07 
 
Cap Caputo, 
I salute you good Sir! 
  
Your latest issue of the Flagstaff was the very best and most 
enjoyable I have ever seen. It was full to overflowing with the 
best of the 20th Maine! Your Color and B&W photos are excellent. 
News, stories, recipes, it could not have been better! How will you 
ever produce another one as good? Or as long? 
  
I am so impressed with your work as editor, that I will think all 
Winter long of just what I can sneak into your tent in gratitude! 
  
May you continue to dodge Confederate minie-balls to get your next 
Flagstaff published! 
  
Sincerely, 
Pvt. E. Brown 
 
 
Private Brown:  
Thank you for the kind words of encouragement.  However, the lavish use of verbose 
admiration and grand elocution of adulation feign the servile obsequiousness of your 
intentions. Could it be you were enthralled with your own adroitness of applying stylus to 
parchment in penning your jocular antics?  I perceive your raison d'être Pvt. Brown; you 
wish either to receive an extra gill of whiskey from the company stores or avoid outpost 
duty this upcoming festive occasion!  May I remind you private, we are in a state of war?  
Our nation’s very survival, neigh existence, is at stake here!  One must discipline oneself, 
deny selfish, temporal pleasures and transitory desires, and steadfastly remain diligent for 
the good of the Union. By god man, you are a soldier!  You took an oath to give your 
utmost for our nation’s sovereign cause.  Your devilish intention will be reported up the 
chain of command to the highest level in the Battalion in order to thwart your intended 
malfeasance.  
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By the way, I like your suggestion of placing a woman’s large under-garment in a fellow 
soldier’s haversack: truly inspired. Report to my tent, midnight Christmas Eve and we’ll 
share a bottle from the Lt. Colonel’s private reserve. You finical selection of activities has 
not gone unnoticed. 
  
QM Sgt. Oshea Bussell 
 
 
 
 
Captain Keene, QM Sgt Bussell, Private Brown, et al 
  
Haven't heard so much pettifogging grandiloquence since the last sitting of Congress. 
  
You young pranksters, stay out of my private reserve.  That is not for enlisted men, who 
must be counted upon to do their duty.  It is only for officers, for planning grand strategy 
and logisticing all those logistics.  That there is dry work, and large volumes of private 
reserve are needed. 
  
That said, a Merry Christmas to you all.  I shall see you after the spring thaw.  Captain 
Keene, you're welcome at headquarters any time for a wee dram of Strategy Syrup.  The 
QM and private may visit also but only under supervision of an officer. 
  
Seasons Greetings and best wishes, 
yr obt servant, 
Lt Col. T. Sayler 
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Camp Life in Pictures 
 
 

 
 
 

Union Ambulance after a Battle.  
Should we strive for this authenticity? 
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Card Game in Camp. 
Undoubtedly they’re playing with chips! 



THE FLAGSTAFF 
 

April, 1863 (2008) 
Volume 4, Issue 1                Page 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Noncoms in Mess.  
Food mustn’t be too good; look at their expressions! 
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Union Military Camp 
Looks a lot like our camp. What happened to all the trees? 

 

 



20th Maine Semi-annual meeting 
March 1, 2008 

 
Board members In attendance : Bob Ballard, Ted Sayler, Dave Nichols, Carrie Gove, Shane 
Colglazier. 
 
Ted : Financial report and budget.  Ted presented proposed budget for 2008 as well as a 
2007 actual budget.  Carrie gave a review of planned sutler store.  Company store would be 
for members of the 20th Maine.  A motion to fund the store with a budget of $200 was 
presented.  Dave Nichols second.  
Motion carried. 
 
Cap : Quarter master reported that the 12 x 12 fly is worn out.  Cap reported that a custom 
made one is $300 and one ordered from an online sutler is $150.00.    Dr Bob proposed 
moving forward with the purchase of new fly with a budgeted amount of 150.00.  Motion 
passed. 
Also, national colors need replacing.  Greg Hagge is willing to work on new flag.  Old flag 
would then be potentially donated to Ft. Steilacoom.  Cap will follow up on cost for new 
flag. 
 
Motion was made to accept financial report.  Motion seconded by Carrie.  Motion carried. 
 
Minutes : Made a correction on date.  Changed from 2004 to 2008.  Once minutes fixed a 
motion was made to accept the minutes.  Motion seconded by Dave Nichols.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Flagstaff : Cap reported that Flagstaff will go out in the end of March.  Cap would like all 
items by march 15th.   
 
Civilians report : Carrie reported that the 20th is sponsoring a tea party for the ladies of the 
Union battalion.  The date is April 26th at the Country Inn.  Email her at 
govegang@comcast.net or call (424) 512-8000 for more info. 
Carrie will also be running the post office. Open to whole union army.  Will offer preprinted 
letters that soldiers can sign and send.  
Carrie also reported that she would like to offer a document that will show any perspective 
civilians a inventory of what the 20th has in the way of loaner civilian gear.  Also would like 
institute a policy of putting a deposit down on clothes loaned out  in order to hold the 
renter some incentive to return the loaner gear.  
 
New  Business : At the WCWA general membership meeting, a proposal to buy  bulk 
powder for the union battalion was presented.  They intend to order enough powder to 
supply the union army for the upcoming season. The plan is to take orders from each 
company or individual members for season.  They will store the powder until it is needed.  
The powder will then be brought to event and distributed to the company or individual.  
Cost is around $9 / lbs.  Company F is paying around 12 /lbs.  Dr Bob is following up on 
the powder purchase. WCWA is also looking at getting caps as well. These would need to be 
stored at a different location than the powder.  More information will be coming soon.  
 
Old Business :  MOHIA : A good representation by 20th Maine.  Over a 1000 people came 
through camps and museum.  Well received by public.   Museum very pleased with the 
clubs presence. 



 
 
Dr. Bob also announced that the WCWA is establishing a reserve fund.  A percentage of 
monies left over form current season will be put into a reserve fund and will be capped of at 
the amount of  $15,000. 
 
School event scheduled for May 30 at Oakland Bay Junior High in Shelton.  This will be an 
all day event.  Event will pay $175.00 and help offset the cost of reinstitution the company 
store.  Those who would like to help with that event please contact Shane at 
cretetard@centurytel.net or at home at (253)851-5108.   
 
 
National event : 145th Gettysburg. Paul, Dr. Bob, Cap, Tiny, are planning to go.  
Registrations need to be received by mid march.  For any questions about upcoming event 
contact Dr. Bob at  robertballard49@hotmail.com or Paul Timmerman at 
PaulT5255@yahoo.com. 
 
Meals : Dr. Bob is looking at getting Dutch ovens to help change up the meals.  Would like 
offer some different ways of preparing meals.  Dr. Bob talked about splitting up the 
company into two groups to potentially cook meals as separate groups.  More info to come 
as the season comes closer. 
 
Summer picnic.  Cap willing to host the company at his house.  Looking to have this event 
potentially at the end of the season (late September or early October).  This may be a good 
way to have the company F year end wrap up with awards.  More info to come as the 
details get worked out. 
 
Jack parsons : Donated some books on the civil war.  Books will be given to Cap to put with 
the company library. 
 
Armed forces day - Event flyers were passed out for Armed Forces day at Fort Lewis.  This 
event pays per person and provides a free lunch.  For more info, visit the WCWA.net web 
site . 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 12:52pm.  
 


